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CONDITIONS

Given a tactical situation with airman wounded, dead, captured and missing the unit's casualty reporting Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), Da Form 1155 (Witness Statement on Individual), DA Form 1156 (Casualty Feeder Report), and a pen or other writing instrument. 

STANDARDS

DA Forms 1155 and 1156 are prepared accurately and legibly and contain all known required information. Reports are sent to the individual appointed by unit SOP to collect, review and further process them. They are sent as quickly as the tactical situation permits. 

TRAINING AND EVALUATION


Training Information Outline
1. Accurate and timely reporting of casualty information has a far-reaching and lasting effect on the personnel system as well as airmans and their families. Casualty reporting impact upon the Army's ability to account for airmans and is key to effective replacement operations. 

2. The individuals airmans is a primary source of knowledge about casualties. In some cases, the airman may bear full responsibility for a casualty report as the only witness. However, there may be times that information will be provided by several different witnesses, to include civilians, members of other services, and national forces. The accuracy and timeliness of casualty reports depend upon direct witnesses or persons having knowledge of the casualty incident. The involvement of unit leaders at all the levels is critical. 

3. The Casualty Report System is the official means by which casualty information is reported to the next of kin (NOK) of reportable casualties. The casualty report must be both accurate and timely. ACCURACY WILL NEVER BE SACRIFICED FOR THE SAKE OF TIMELINESS. The release of casualty information to the NOK through other than the official Casualty Report System is unauthorized. Telephones calls made by friends from the theater of operations are not authorized. Such phone calls only cause confusion with the NOK since the information passed in unofficial. Airmen must allow the casualty reporting system to work. It is the responsibility of the witness(es) and each level of command to ensure casualty information is consistent throughout the reporting system. The report must reflect the actual cause and circumstances of the incident. 

4. DA Form 1156 is used for these reports (Figure 7 and 8). 

5. DA Form 1155 (Figure 9 and 10) is used the provide additional information for: 

a. Reports of missing/missing in action (MIA). 

b. Reports of killed in action (KIA)/dead. 

c. Reports of captured. 

d. Other reports on airmans no longer under the control of U.S. Forces. 

(1) If DA Form 1155 or 1156 is not available, any alternate means (for example, a notebook or envelope) should be used to collect, record and report the required casualty information. The most important things is to accurately collect and record the information. Do not delay reports because forms are not available. Follow the guidance in your unit's casualty reporting SOP. Forward the reports as quickly as the tactical situation permits. 

6. DA Form 1156 is completed based on first-hand knowledge or from written or oral information received from witnesses Always complete as much of the form as you can. Your commander, a doctor, or an appointed representative will complete the "Line of Duty" block. This block applies only to non-battle situation. Each battle casualty is the line of duty "yes" unless your commander or the attending medical officer has evidence to the contrary. 

7. Casualty status entered on DA Form 1156 is killed in action (KIA)/dead, wounded in action (WIA)/injured, missing in action (MIA)/missing, or captured. 

a. Report as KIA/Dead only when: 

(1) Remains are recovered and identified as those of the airman in question. This identification is normally done by someone who knows the casualty. 

(2) Remains are recovered and are believed to be those of the airman in question based on the following circumstances: 

(a) The airman can be identified without question as having been in the casualty incident. 

(b) Identification is established by other means of identification; for example, scars, tattoos, particular physical features, identifications tags, identification cards, clothing, and other personal effects. 

NOTE: Leave identifications tags, identification cards, and other personal effects on the remains. 

(c) There were no known, suspected, or possible survivors of the incident. 

NOTE: If date/time or place of death is different from date/time or place of the incident, include this information in block 9 ("REMARKS") on the back of the form. For example, the airman is wounded in a night attack but dies the next morning before evacuation. The airman's status is "KIA," with date and time of death added in block 9 ("REMARKS"). 

b. Report a airman WIA/injured in action when the injury was caused as a direct result of hostile enemy action (for example, wounded by a bullet, shrapnel, or a broken ankle incurred while seeking cover from enemy fire). Injures received not as a result of direct enemy action will be reported as seriously injured not as a result of hostile action. (For example, while performing routine maintenance on an M16A1, the rifle accidently discharges, shooting the airman in the foot.) 

c. Report the airman as MIA or missing when the airman's whereabouts and status are uncertain. The commander must also determine that the airman's absence in involuntary. Airman believed dead (no remains recovered) are initially reported are missing. No Further breakdown of status should be made at the personnel service company (PSC) using information contained in this feeder reports and later inquires. 

d. Report a airman as captured when a apparently alive airman is seen being taken into custody by enemy forces. 

e. Block 9 ("REMARKS") should contain a statement whether or not the airman received religious ministrations. If unknown, so state. 

f. If an individual's death/injuries were caused as a result of "friendly fire," include the statement "Friendly Fire" in Block 9 (REMARKS) along with a brief description of the incident. (For example, you see a USAF airplane attack and destroy an M1 Tank. Block 9 should read: "Friendly fire, tank was attacked and destroy by U.S. aircraft.") 

g. Report other casualties involved in the same incident in block 9 ("REMARKS"). Include their full name, social security number (SSN), and unit of assignment. 

8. When a casualty incident involves airman no longer under control of U.S. forces, use DA Form 1155 to provide additional information. In such cases, identification is less certain and you may not know all of the required information. Information you provided helps match the casualty with airman's personnel records, determine status and notify the NOK. If the witnesses believes the casualty is dead, the description should include the probable cause of death as determine by the witnesses. Since airmans are reported dead only when remains are in U.S. Control, the DA Form 1155 should state "dead-remains not recovered." The DA Form 1156 should state "missing" or "MIA". The witness should be as descriptive as possible about the physical condition of the casualty when last seen. 

9. All witnesses to casualty incident should complete a DA Form 1155. DA Form 1155. Send the DA Form(s) 1155 with the DA form 1156. 

Evaluation Preparation

Setup: 

1. Before evaluating this task, have the Noncommissioned Officer (NCO): 

a. Study this summary and the unit's casualty-reporting SOP. 

b. Conduct a formal training session for subordinates using the unit's casualty reporting SOP and emphasizing casualty reporting procedures. 

2. Add realism to the evaluation. Conduct it immediately following a training and evaluation session conducted by the NCO on such STP/ 21-1-SMCT task are: 

a. Evaluate a Casualty, task number 081-831-1000. 

b. Apply a Dressing to an Open Abdominal Wound, task number 081-831-1025. 

c. Apply a Dressing to an Open Chest Wound, task number 081-831-1026. 

d. Perform Search, Recovery, Evacuation and/or Burial of Remains, Task number 101-515-1900. 

Brief Airman: Check the unit training schedule for an appropriate training and evaluation session. Tell the NCO that you will evaluate the NCO's ability to report casualties immediately following the session. Have the NCO get a booklet of DA Forms 1155 and 1156 and enough writing instruments for each airman attending the session. Tell the NCO to announce the additional training requirement. Inform the NCO that: 

a. the last name, first name middle Initial and other personnel information about the casualty will be that of the airman role-playing as the casualty. 

b. The date of the casualty incident will be the date of the training and evaluation session. 

c. The time of the casualty incident will be the local time that the evaluation starts. 

d. The geographical location and grid coordinates will be that of the session site. e. The remains will not be evacuated. 

f. DA Form 1155 will be required. 

Evaluation Guide

	Performance Measure 
	Results 

	
	
	

	1. DA Form 1155 (Witnesses Statement on Individual): 

a. Obtains a DA Form 1155 from each person having knowledge of a casualty incident (casualty cannot be accounted for or is no longer under the control of U.S. forces). 

b. Advises the witness(es) to check the box that best describes the casualty situation in the "CHECK APPLICABLE BOX" block. 

c. Advises the witness(es) to enter the casualty's last name, first name and middle initial (including Jr; Sr; III, etc) if known, in block 1. 

d. Advises the witness(es) to make no entries in block 2. 

e. Advises the witness(es) to enter the casualty's complete SSN, if known, in block 2A. 

f. Advises the witness(es) to enter the casualty's rank (for example, C, SPC, CW2, CPT, etc), if known in block 3. 

g. Advises the witness(es) to enter the date-time group (DTG) in local time (for example, 071810 Sept 97 local time) in block 4. 

h. Advise the witness(es) to enter the casualty's unit of assignment (down to platoon level), If known, in block 5. 

i. Advises the witness(es) to enter to 6-digit grid coordinates/location where the casualty incident happened (1:50,000-scale military map), to include the two-letter designator, the nearest village/ landmark, and country in block 6. 

j. Advises the witness(es) to complete applicable items in block 7 only if the casulty's name and SSN are unknown. 

k. Advise the witness(es) to enter the names, ranks and units (down to company level) of the individuals who saw the casualty incident if known, in the "OTHER PERSONS WHO MAY HAVE WITNESSED THIS INCIDENT OR HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION" block. (if none or unknown, so state). 

l. Advises the witness(es) to enter a short, concise narrative of the circumstances regarding the casualty incident in block 8. 

m. Advises the witness(es) to enter his/her last name, first name and middle initial in block 9. 

n. Advises the witness(es) to enter his/her SSN in block 10. 

o. Advises the witness(es) to enter his/her unit of assignment (down to company level) in block 11. 

p. Advises the witness(es) to enter the date the form is completed in block 12. 

q. Advises the witness(es) to enter his/her payroll signature in block 13. 

r. Obtains completed form from the witness(es) and attaches it to DA Form 1156. 
	P 
	F 

	2. DA Form 1156 (Casualty Feeder Report): 

a. Make no entry in the "CONTROL NUMBER" block. 

b. Checks applicable box in the "CHECK APPLICABLE BOX" block. 

c. Enters the casualty's last name, first name and middle initial (including Jr., Sr., III, etc.), in block 1. 

d. Enters the casualty's complete SSN in block 2. 

e. Enters the casualty's rank (for example, C, SPC, CW2, CPT, etc.) in block 3. 

f. Enters the data-time group (DTG) of the incident in local time (for example, 071810 Sep 97 local time) in block 4. 

g. Enters the casualty's unit of assignments (down to platoon level) in block 5. 

h. Enters the 6-digit grid coordinates/location where the casualty incident happened (1:50, 000-scale military map), to include the two letter designator, the nearest village/ landmark, and country in block 6. 

i. Checks the block the most accurately describes the casualty in block 7. Checks the "Body Recovered" and "Body Identified" block "NO" if not 100 percent certain. 

NOTE: When remains are not recovered (no longer under U.S. control), a DA Form 1155 is required. 

j. If evacuated, enters, the designation of the collective point to which the casualty was evacuated in the "EVACUATED TO block. (if unknown, so states.) 

k. Enters the names, ranks, SSNs and units of assignments of the person who witnessed the incident or identified the casualty in block 8. 

l. Enters a description of the type of mission the unit was conducting, a short synopsis of the incident and if religious ministrations were performed in block 9. (If not performed or unknown, so states). 

NOTE: If the incident was caused by friendly fire, block 9 should also contain the statement "Friendly Fire" and brief description of the incident. 

m. Make no entry in block 10. 

NOTE: Block 10 is completed only for non-battle casualties. It is normally completed by the commander or medical personnel. 

n. Make no entry in the "AUTHENTICATED BY" block. 

NOTE: The "AUTHENTICATED BY" block is completed by the person who complete block 10. 

o. Make no entry in the "VERIFIED BY" block. 

NOTE: The "VERIFIED BY" block is completed after the report has been passed back for further processing. 

p. Enters the unit designation (down to company level) of the person completing the form in the "UNIT" block. 

q. Enters the rank (For example, SGT, SFC, 1LT, etc) of the person completing the form in the "GRADE" block. 

r. Enters the SSN of the person completing the form in the "SERVICE NO." block. 

s. Enters the date the form is completed in the "DATE" block. 

t. Enters payroll signature in the "SIGNATURE OF "PERSON PREPARING REPORT" block. 

u. Assembles report with supporting DA Form 1155 and other supporting documentation. 

v. Quickly forwards the reports based on unit casualty reporting SOP and the tactical situation. 
	P 
	F 


Feedback

Score the airman GO if all steps are passed. Score the airman NO-GO if any steps are failed. If the airman fails any step, show what was done wrong and how to do it correctly. 

REFERENCE
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