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1.0.  References: Local Policy

2.0.  General: Metrics are essential for senior leadership to determine the usefulness and forecast accuracy of products.  Metrics provide an overview of current and past forecast trends that enable forecasters and leadership to address increasing or decreasing forecast accuracy.  

3.0.  CINC2-Day Data Input Procedures: 
3.1.  There are four forecast elements inputted into the spreadsheet, they are temperature, precipitation, wind, and impacts.

3.2.  Enter the initials of the forecaster who issued the forecast, under “Forecaster”, on the first worksheet in the workbook.  Subsequent sheets will be entered automatically.
3.3.  Entering forecast data:
3.3.1.  Temperatures:  Input forecast temperature in degrees Fahrenheit in both the “High” and “Low” temperature columns of each site, under “Fcst”.

3.3.2.  Precipitation:  Input a “1” in the “Precipitation” column of each site, under “Fcst”, when forecasting precipitation anytime during the day.  Enter a “0” when not forecasting precipitation for each site.

3.3.3.  Wind:  Input a “1” in the “Winds” column of each site, under “Fcst”, when forecasting winds greater than 10 knots (ie. 8-12 knots is entered as a “1”, since you are forecasting winds greater than 10 knots). Enter a “0” when not forecasting winds in excess of 10 knots.

3.3.4.  Impacts:  Input the corresponding letter (“G” for green, “Y” for yellow/amber, “R” for red) to the impact category for each day, under “Day 1” through “Day 5”.

3.3.  Entering observed data:
3.3.1.  Temperatures:  

3.3.1.1.  Input the observed high and low temperatures of the day under “Obs”.  

3.3.1.2.  The raw 00Z and 12Z observations from nK include a special group that gives the lowest and highest temperature of the day after the “333” group (2xxxx = low, 1xxxx = high).  

3.3.1.3.  This temperature will usually be lower and higher, respectively, than what is indicated on the three hourly observations, and should be used when available. 

3.3.1.4.  If the 00Z and 12Z observations are unavailable, then enter an “M” to indicate missing or unreliable data.

3.3.2.  Precipitation:

3.3.2.1.  When forecasting precipitation, we are forecasting a predominant situation.  Therefore, use your best judgment based upon observation history to determine if the precipitation was a predominant condition.

3.3.2.2.  Enter a “1” under “Obs” when predominant precipitation was observed, and “0” when it was not.  Enter an “M” when data is missing or when data is unreliable.

3.3.3.  Wind:  Input a “1” when winds greater than 10 knots were observed, “0” when not. Enter an “M” when data is missing or when data is unreliable.

3.3.4.  Impacts:  

3.3.4.1.  Input the corresponding letter to the impact category for the date to the left.  

3.3.4.1.1.  G = Green

3.3.4.1.2.  Y = Yellow

3.3.4.1.3.  R = Red

3.3.4.2.  Impacts for nK should be representative of the situation.  Again, enter an “M” when data is missing or when data is unreliable.
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